M somehow or other, they
to be able to get together; it

it a eituation which shows many
8 of divergent sects, each one of
h claims insistently that it is &
tian c¢hurch, fmmdul upon a
in Christ and His teachings.
il recently, almost up to our own | ®
7, It sufficed each of these varfant
to denounce the others as

'-m attitude is far from ex-
 to-day, but it no longer rules.
e average Christian does not gen-
regard the member of a rival
‘a8 necessarily damned. Even
the narrower churches are not now
‘Ho sure of their monopoly of salva-
‘tion. The steady trend is rather
m broader tolerance and, as a
conséquence, a movement
4. real unity,

That the many tentative attempts

2 In the
of things if any unity is pos-
‘is apt tubaaplmtofulow
Iml is not likely to be con-
to instant existence by any
formula. It is more likely to
hswﬂuctotnslawam‘udnt
tducation. Tn the meantime [t Is
‘useful to learn how far each of the
‘more important larger bodies is will-
: to go and what the more en-
leaders of thousht within
ese particuiar folds hope for. It Is
"% that Dr. Parks's contribution Is
of prime importance, It carries the
- weight of his personality, and while,
~oF course, it Is not in any way an
Yoficial™ pronouncement it may be
b md as stating the pesition of a
- very large and influential section of
-~ the more thoaghmu and progressive
. Christian -thinkers in one of the
Erealest of the old churches.
- Possibly the limitations it suggests
are more important than its forward
| hakllls aspirations, since it is neces-
. sary for each unit to state the irre-
- ducible minimum of its platform be-
fore It is possible to hunt out a really
universal common factor as a basis
for agreement. Dr. Parks loaves us
o doubt as to position. He
~ claims that for the Greek, Roman
and the various Protestant churches
Nmu: one small exception) the “fun-

itself—leaving as a practical basis
for agreement only the Trinity, the
divinity of Christ, and some doctrine
of redemption for sinful humanity.

Dr. Parks will have none of the
idea that Christian ethics may be
preserved without Christ, or in “tle
vain hope that the ethies of the Gos-
pel will survive when the Master
who gave the new law of life with
its sanctifying power Is thought of as
a myth” Furthermore, he is not
willing to regard the church as solely

a “social” instrumentality cancerned
with the betterment of mankind
alone; Its chief business, he holds, is
stil with God, and he would preserve
muech of the digtinction betweon
gacred and secular. The old saying,

argues, Erxtra eccelesiam nulla

us,” is true, though the prevalent
interpretation which would substl-
tute some particular church makes
it false.”

Btarting from these premiscs he
yet foresees a troad fellowship
among the Christian churches as not
merely possible but necessary if the
modern church is to remain vitally
allve. He admits that the church
has been too much concerned with
the problem of the salvation of each
individual soul and not enough with
saciety as a large organism. It is a
thoughtful, well reasoned argument,
truly constructive in aim and prae-
tical in many of It_q‘ suggesilons,
though to the outside observer it
appears to minimize or wholly omit
some important faclors that seem
needed to the making of any broadly
progressive new church.

IL
THE EVOLUTION OF THE XNEW
TESTAMENT. By John Ellistson
Symes. E. . Dutton & Co.

R. SYMES, formerly principal
of Unlversity College, Not-'
tingham, has provided a

very useful, scholarly book In this
study, valuable partly beeause it is
almost encyelopeedic in ils treatment
of the subject and brings the record
of research down to date. Much of
it Is naturally controversial but Mr,
Symes is especially careful to note
where his conclusions do not agree

with the majority opinion among
Biblical scholars, as, for instance, In
his treatment of the Apocalypse. His
general tendency is in favor of rather
early dates for the composition of

most of the twenty-seven books,

Uncle Tom

Qontinued from Preceding Page.

i

,;7_ No reader of current fiction needs
. any introduction to Octavus Roy
Cohen, E. K. Means, or Hugh Wiy,

b ™

Perhaps some of Mr. Cohen’s actors
~show a trace of burnt ebrk, but for
the most part the “coons” of this
#chool of writera have the inherent
truth that often lies behind travesty.
Mr. Wiey's handling, for examgle,
of the negro soldler (as in “The
Boom-a-Loom-Boom”) [s masterly.
Mr, Means enters more subtly into
‘an understanding of the peculiar ne-
«ro psychology, especially in thelr
peraisting separateness from the
white folks among whom they live.
All of these writers know their ne-
gro intimately, and do not misrep-
resent him—but none of them has

made any large attempt to portray |-

© him funy.

Judge Dickson has approzohed
such a portrayal, and Marquis in
“Danny’'s Own Story” and in the
short sketch “Carter” has plumbed
the depths—but only in passing.
= One cannot resist the temptation to

quote one “high spot™ from “Danny”
- #howing the yellow “blshop” who
~ thinks the doctor’s “dope” may turn
" him white,

“Gawd knows de nights er my
youth I'se lald awake twell de dawn
come red In de Eas' a cryin’ out ter
Him only fo' ter be white! Don’
min' dem black niggars dar—dey
ain’t wuth nothin’ nor fitten fo' no
but what dey got—but mel
Fhat's done kep' me from gwine tey
top but dat one thing: I wasn'|
1 !ﬂ
There is o summery, in oms oul-
i, of the whole tragedy ! th»

| mutatto.

Years Later_

Its implications extend le-
yond the vision of any man to-day.
It has been left for the present,
and coming, generation'of writers
to develop the possibilities of this
vast fleld. Mr. Stribling and, in a
larger view, Mr, Shands have shown
the way, as has been pointed out in
the fuller reviews of their booka in
Tar Humaro, It is startling to look
back seventy yearsy and to find along
with “Unele Tom" and *Cudjo” me
of the best statements of the whule
case in the impassioned words of a
negro poetess, Mra, Frances E. Har-
per, whose first verses were grirted
In 1854, In a poem addressed to the
white women of Amerlea she cried
out:
Weep not, och my
slsters,
Weep not for the negro alone,
But weep for your sons who must
gather
The crops which their fathers
BOWH,

Mr. Biribling has stated the thing
in brutal prose, in a recent sketch
(printed in the Evening Post), when
he remarks: “1 knew In my heart
that in the Bouth the begetting of a
mixed child Is looked upon as venlal,
but openly to acknowledge such a
child, to ecare for ft, look after it,
educate it and treat It as a son
would place the offender beyond the
pale,” There is the key to the whoie
vast trage 1y, as it lives and breathes
got merely in the S8outh but In every
Jarge city, iocluding our own—one
form ar another of miscegenation.
Any reader who prefers to make Hgbt
of it would do well to read Mr.
Bhands's story, “White and Black”

well sheltered

huve

up in detail the Pauline epistles,
which take up by far the greater
part of the study. He passes then
to the general epistles, and flnaliy to
the Gospels and the Johannine books.
He also provides a useful supple-
mentary chapter on the non-canoni-
cal writings, especially the “Shepard
of Hermuas"” and Darnabas,
© oI

THE CARPENTER AND HIS KING-
DOM, By Alexander Irvine, Charles
Scribner’s Sons,

HIS illuminating and deeply
reverent book is one that will
be of special interest to all

persons interested in the cause of
social and economic justice. It is a
frank interpretation of the funda-
mentals of Christianity, one which
alms so to present the teachings of
its fqunder as to make them ihe con-
trolling principie in the life of the
individgal. While it uncovers cant
and hypocrisy wherever these are in-

trenched, it affords no encourage-
ment for the agitator or the revolu-
tionary.

As the title implies, “The Carpenter
amnd His Kingdom" is primavily for
the world's workers. It is written from
the (point of view of a many sided
man whose carcer as lecturer and
writer, organizer, preacher, econo-
mist and industrial worker has given
him wunusual opportunity  for the
study of soclal and economic condi-
tions. It interprets with vigor and
insight the genius of the Nasarene
and His kingdom and stands out re-
freshingly against the mass of books
by so-called Christian historians on
decaying theological issues. It
touckes briefly but patiently upon
matters which even in this late day
bave not yet been relegated to the
Hmbo of extinct controversies,

The book Is written with pungent
and incisive humor. 1t is often iron-
ical in treatment, a mood evoked no
doubt by the contemplation of things
as they are. Throughout its pages it
Is filled with the spirit of democracy.
"Kings," writes the author, "are not
always polnis of departure to be
proud of. They are a luxury people
cannot always afford. Carpenters
are a necessity.,” Flsewhere he
writes, “Revolutions are respectable
only In success.”

Dr. Irvine concelves of Jesus as a
normal, healthy minded man with a
“genius for’ geniality.” He writes:
“The record tells of His weeping,
but . there is no word intended to
convey the idea that Ife ever
laughed. Yet we know He Jaughed,
All. normally minded people laugh.
The foolishness of the wise and the
wisdom of the foolish were mani-
fested often in His immediate circle,
and the mental gymnastics of the
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Pharizecs :and Plunderin:
Rellglon—Orthodox and Otherwise  [mavwe™ " "Wk, .
often hay thin smile

: damental doctrine of the Christian, though he can scarcely be callel|iHto a joy

“CRISIS OF THE CcBURCHES |religion is the Trinity of the Ons|radical or reactionary in that diree-| Of J*” il " there is
B etghton Patus. Charlés Scrrb-‘ Clod’”* To this must also bo added] tion. this: Million«s of l' : ﬁillldren are
mer’s Sons. some scheme of “redemption.” Ques-| His treatment is, so far as he #laves of the wheel of jabor, hun-
o tions of discipline, ritual, forms of|thinks [t possib's, chronological, | dreds of thou mathers give
FTER all, the most significant | worship, the priesthood, and even the | which, of course, differs greatly from | "irth (n ider  conditions
~thing about the various|various peculiar superstructures that | the order as they stand in the ae- |that sm B Il
 widely rpread movemgnts | Particular creeds consider vital he | cepted book. After a hrief introdue- | 1At th i ealic
some sort of unification of | SHnks may be left, s to speak, at|tion of pre-Testament tradition’ and & mean: % hA ool I" ¥
one side, for each unit to handle for | & short historical outline, e lakes | JilHons, reject Uil alled by His

name, They accept Him."”

In speaking of “Jesus and Usory,”
the writer quotes Ruskin on usury
and adds: "Ruoskin and St. Augus-
tine may be revolutionary in matters
of business, but they are both cor-
rectly interpreting the Kingdom of
God as taught by Jesus.”

For all its frankness of outlook
the book is not essentialy pessi-
mistic. It holds out a wide hope for
the future. “In all sections of
Christendom,” concludes the aythor,
“there are men and women of light
and Jeading, prophets, priests and
thinkers, who are rethinking Jesus
They are digging out of the rubbish
of the ages the fundamental things
that Jesus taught. On the shoulders
of these torch bearers there rests as
great a responsibility as that which
rested on the shoulders of a circle of
intimate friends at Capernaum.”

IV
THIE MYSTERY OF MORMONISM.

By Stuart Martin, }. P. Dutton

& Co.

Y way of paying a left handed
compliment Lo the centenary
of the beginnings of the Mor-

mon faith, Stuart Martin wrote a
histosy of Mormonism in England in
1920, which has just heen published
here by the Duttons, Based on cx-
haustive study, including at least
one visit to Utah, the narrative is a
very complete record of the cult that
sprang from Joseph Smith's “vision™
in the woods of Manchester, N. Y.,
in 1820, a record that is bassd on
the evidence of both sides of AMor-
monism, and a desire to be perfectly
fair, but which looks at everything
from the anti-Mormon viewpaoint,
small shrift being glven to Mormon
claims or Mormonism's offielal re-
plies to charges brought against It

The reader can follow here, almost
literally step by step, the story of
Joseph Smith's revelations in that
little wood in New York, the found-
ing of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Baints—to give it the of-
ficial title—and the westward prog-
ress of 8mith and his followers until,
after his tragie death in Carthage,
TiL. in 1844, they eventually reached
the Salt Lake Valley that was to be-
come the central seat of Mormon-
ism’s influence and power. The story
of the “gold plates,” op which the
revelations were inscribed-is told in
detail, and of the second set of plates,
thi= time of brass, in 1843, which no
one but Joseph Smith eould decipher,
and he declared them to ;?nm a
history of the descendant Ham.
This westward march of the Mor-
mons I8 a moving tragedy. Every-
where they settled until they reached
the Sall Lake Valley, and even after

that, they had to fight for their ex-

THE BOOK OF AMERICAN NEGRO
POETRY. Edited by Jamea Weldon
Johnson. Harcourt, Brace & Co,

R. JOHNSON is justifiad in
M claiming that there is more
excuse for this anthology
than for most such collections, as
poetry by negroes is little known to
thea general public. Much of it is
worth knowing, though one can
hardly say that there is anything in
this volume above a respectable level
of attainment, It is, however, nearly
all of it genuine in its emotion, which
is more than can be sald of most
current verse. It is osually Tairly
musical: the negro's inna'e sénse of
rhythm and his cultivated love of
melody stand him in good stead when
it comes tn lyric expression. One
may not unreasonably look forward,
some day, to the emergence of a
really great negro poet. Thus far
Dunbar still stands as the highest
achievement of the race In America.
Most of the names in this collec-
tion will be wafamiliar to the aver-
age reader—except such as Du Bais,
Bra' -wvalte, Brawley and Mr. John-
son L. .nself. And as to these, most
of them appear to greater advantage
in their prose writing.
There is a slight tourh of “the
divine fire” in the work of Claude

{#2d think ost its Implications, i

McEay, a Jamalcan, and at present

The Negro in_ Song

an editor of the Liberatar. He is
also not afraid to tread upon rather
dangerous ground, as in “The Bar-
rier.”

1 must not see upon youar face
Love's softly glowing spark;

¥or there's the barrier of race,
You're fair and I am dark.

Of more interest than the poems
themselves s Mr., Johmson's intro-
duction, glving a brief outine of the
earlier writings of aegroes in Amer-
ica, from Revolutionary times to the
present. He also claims as a definite
contribytion of wvalue to the com-
posite which we often hear called
“Americanism” the creation or intro-
duction of the cakewalk, ragtime,
the “Uncle Remus" folklore and the
negro “spirituals” as folksong. The
broad effect upon dancing of these
native Afriean rhythms is, of courss,
vigible to the naked eye everywhere
to-day, though opinions may still
vary as to its lasting walue. With
music he is on safer ground—there
ia an Indublitably fmportant coatri-
bution to American musle In the
African elements; one that, as he
predicts, may some day turn out 1/
be a basis of really gront composi-
tion.

The volumie also has & useful ap-
pendix containing briel biographles
of the poets represented.

4 bt

.stence against :lge,immr hatred of
their neighbors, and in cvery case
had to give in to that active enmity.

In this part of his narrative Mr,
Martin does nol make it elear enongh
how strongly the ecconomic factors
entered into this guestion of perse-
cution, The AMormon leaders of that
day were tremendously forceful men,
and they realized they had to con-
quer the soil, as well as the souls of
men and women, if they and their
cult were to live, If they had been
men of less violent belief In their
right to worship as they pleased it
would appear that they might have
been as unmolasted as a body of
Shakers in any community to-day.
Bat they fought attack with coun-
ter-attack, set up their own govern-’
ments and defied that of State and
nation, and were invariably defoated
in the beginning and until they
reached Utah., Even here they defied
the Government, are belleved by
this writer of their history to have
been responsible. for the “Moun-
tain Meadows Massacre” and of co-
vertly defying the laws of the United
Btates by practicing polygamy to-
day. In one thing he does the Mor-
mons justice. That is the manuer in
which they have turned much of the
State of Utah from waste desert into .
a veritable garden,

He gives the text of the revelaiion

regarding plural marriages, the text
of many of the ceremonies of the
church and a list of organizations
that have seceded from the parent
church. As to the future,of Mormon-
ism he says In his introduction to
the volume:
- "Since Mormonlsm was Dborn in
that small wood its story has hoen
mostly tragie, with here and l'm:e o
gleam of®heroism lighting up the
dull, tervible scenes of pitiful, wasted
effort and misguided action. The
sears of its sufferings are plainly
marked upon Mormonism, and, if the
creed is to live, its final adjustment
to the demands of the clvilization of
(he twentieth century has yet to bhe
made, The author has tried to indi-
cate what the adjustment demands
of Mormonism, and how the finer
men and women of the church shrink
from the coming crisis. When the
adjustment takes place—as it inevi-
lably will, though most likely by
slow «degrees—the Mormonism aof
Joseph Bmith and Brigham Young
will be strangled in Utah, and the
last vestige of its abominations will
disappear.”
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